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General details:

Genre: Fiction
Release Year: June 2023
Running time: 19 minutes
Production Country: Israel
Hebrew title (in Hebrew and in English letters): MORE THAN FRIENDS 
Completion Date (DD/MM/YY):  June 23, 2023
First screening date+ where: 
Palm Springs Shortfest, June 2023
Technical details:
Fiction, 19 minutes.

Language: Hebrew.

Subtitles: English.

Original Film Format: 4K.

Screening Format: DCP, 2:39.

Sound: Surround.

Color

Israel 2023.
Content Presentation:
Logline: (max 30 words) 
A quirky lesbian mom discovers a love letter written by her 11-year-old son to another boy. Concerned for her son’s social status, she crashes into a birthday party to keep a close eye on him.
Synopsis 50 words:
Synopsis 100 words: 
Full Synopsis:
Directors Statement: Important! 
Between 50-250 words 
"A mother always knows." I’ve heard this sentence on several occasions in the context of coming out. When I asked my mom if she ever suspected I might be gay as a kid, she answered "absolutely not". The way she emphasized the "absolutely", was a bit suspicious. But on the other hand, she never lets reality confuse her. So, I can see how when I was 9 years old and listening to Celine Dion cd’s at full volume, my mom thought to herself, "My son is so straight”. I came out at a late age and for many years I repressed the early childhood years that I used to consider as the "gay" years. I’ve hated looking at old photos or VHS videos that revealed who I was before I learned to act as a straight. Lately, I finally began to reconnect with this child. The shame was replaced by curiosity. Today I understand that this period is a hidden treasure: A creation of an identity that bears a secret. A creation of the relationship with my mom. I wrote this script as an attempt to imagine what could have happened. An attempt to give a voice to the boy I’ve tried to silence. A boy I used to be angry with but today I can finally see him cute as he was. I guess I also made this film with great compassion to my mother. Today I know that the fact she couldn’t see who I really was, is not a matter of blindness, but a genuine wish to protect me.
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Director's Biography & Filmography:
Omri Laron is an Israeli director and screenwriter who grew up in Kfar-Saba and currently resides in Tel Aviv. He graduated with honors from the Steve Tisch School of Film and Television at Tel Aviv University, earning both a BFA and MFA in film

studies. Omri has directed and written two student short films: "Funjoya" in 2016 and "No Homo" in 2019. "More than Friends" is his first independent short film. Omri writes for television and teaches history and cinema at a high school located in Jaffa.
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עברית
שם הסרט:  
בימוי: עמרי לרון
הפקה: קובי מזרחי, יהל יעקב
תקציר (מקסימום 30 מילים):

בילי מוצאת מכתב אהבה שבנה בן ה-11 כתב לחבר שהיא לא מכירה. כשהיא מבינה שהמכתב עומד להתגלות במסיבת יום הולדת כיתתית, היא מתפרצת פנימה כדי לשמור על הבן שלה מקרוב.
תקציר (50 מילים):

תקציר (100 מילים):
רשימת קרדיטים:

בימוי ותסריט: עמרי לרון
הפקה: קובי מזרחי, יהל יעקב
חברת הפקה: קובי מזרחי הפקות, הקוקפיט
צילום: אבנר מאייר
עריכה: גושה דמין
עיצוב פס קול: שלומי אטיאס
עיצוב תמונה וצבע: אלון ברק
עיצוב אפקטים ויזואליים: אריעד שיקנאג'י
עיצוב אמנותי: אסתר בוקובזה
ליהוק: עמרי לרון, ריטה בורודיאנסקי
משחק: דאנה איבגי, ליאת הר לב, נבו אלמליח
גופים תומכים: הקרן החדשה לקולנוע וטלוויזיה, קרן גשר לקולנוע
